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Claims: 



1 . A compound of formula (la) 




(la) 



wherein ring A fused to theying containing X and N represents a 5-6 membered 
cyclic ring, optionally substituted with one or more halogen, perhalomethyl, hydroxy, 
nitro, cyano, formyl, or C^alkyl, C^-alkenynyl, C 2 _ 12 -alkenyl, C 2 - 12 -alkynyl, C,_ 
12 alkoxy, aryl, aryloxy, aralkylAaralkoxy, heterocyclyl, heteroaryl, heteroaralkyl, 
heteroaryloxy, heteroaralkoxy.acyl, acyloxy, hydroxyC^^alkyl, amino, acylamino, 
Ci-i 2 alkyl-amino, arylamino, arajkylamino, aminoC,_ 12 alkyl, C^^alkoxycarbonyl, 
aryloxycarbonyl, aralkoxycarbonyl, C 1 . 12 alkoxyC 1 . 12 alkyl, aryloxyCi.^alkyl, aralkoxyC,. 
12 alkyl, C^alkylthio, thioC^^alkylx Ct.^alkoxycarbonylamino, aryloxycarbonylamino, 
aralkoxycarbonylamino, -COR 11 , on-S0 2 R 12 , wherein R 11 and R 12 independently of 
each other are selected from hydroxy, halogen, perhalomethyl, C^alkoxy or amino 
optionally substituted with one or more C^alkyl, perhalomethyl or aryl; optionally 
substituted with one or more halogenV perhalomethyl, hydroxy, nitro or cyano; 



ring B fused to the ring containing X arid N represents a 5-6 membered cyclic ring, 
optionally substituted with one or more halogen, perhalomethyl, hydroxy, nitro, 
cyano, formyl, or C 1 . 12 alkyl, C^-alkenynul, C 2 . 12 -alkenyl, C 2 . 12 -alkynyl, C^^alkoxy, 
aryl, aryloxy, aralkyl, aralkoxy, heterocyclyl heteroaryl, heteroaralkyl, heteroaryloxy. 
heteroaralkoxy, acyl, acyloxy, hydroxyCt.^alkyl, amino, acylamino, d.^alkyl-amino, 
arylamino, aralkylamino, aminoC^^alkyl, cXjalkoxycarbonyl, aryloxycarbonyl, 
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aralkoxycarbony^, C^alkoxyC^alkyl, aryloxyC^alkyl, aralkoxyC^alkyl, C,. 
12 alkylthio, thioC^Valkyl, C,. 12 alkoxycarbonylamino, aryloxycarbonylaminb, 
aralkoxycarbonylarnino, -COR 11 , or-S0 2 R 12 , wherein. R 11 and R 12 independently of 
each other are selected from hydroxy, halogen, perhalomethyl, C^alkoxy or amino 
optionally substituted with one or more C^alkyl, perhalomethyl or aryl; optionally 
substituted with one or more halogen, perhalomethyl, hydroxy, nitro or cyano; 

X is a valence bond, -(CHrV, -(CHR 9 )-CH 2 -, -CH=CH-. -O-, -0-(CHR 9 )-, -S-(CHR 9 )- 
, -(NR 9 )-CH 2 -, -(CHR 9 )-CH=CH-, -(CHR 9 )-CH 2 -CH 2 -, -(C=0)-, -0-CH 2 -0-, -(NR 9 )-, - 
(NR 9 )-S(02)-, -CH=(CR 9 )-, -(COWCHR 9 )-, -CH 2 -(SO)-, -S-, -(SO)-, -(SO z )-, -CH 2 - 
(S0 2 )-, -CH 2 -0-CH 2 -, wherein R^us hydrogen, halogen, hydroxy, nitro, cyano, formyl, 
C^alkyl, Cn.^alkoxy, aryl, aryloxy\ aralkyl, aralkoxy, heterocyclyl, heteroaryl, 
heteroaralkyl, heteroaryioxy, heteroWalkoxy, acyl, acyloxy, hydroxyalkyl, amino, 
acylamino, Cv^alkyl-amino, arylamino, aralkylamino, aminoC^alkyl, C v 
12 alkoxycarbonyl, aryloxycarbonyl, aralkoxycarbonyl, C^^alkoxyC^^alkyl, aryloxyC,. 
12 alkyl, aralkoxyC^alkyl, C^aalkylthio, mioC^^alkyl, C,. 12 alkoxycarbonylamino, 
aryloxycarbonylamino, aralkoxycarbonylarnino, -COR 11 , or-S0 2 R 12 , wherein R 11 and 
R 12 independently of each other are selected from hydroxy, halogen, C^alkoxy, 
amino optionally substituted with one or more C^alkyl, perhalomethyl or aryl; 
Q is -O-, -S-, >S0 2> , >NR 13 , wherein R 13 is hydrogen or C^alkyl, 

Ar represents arylene, heteroarylene, or a divalent heterocyclic group optionally substituted 
with one or more C^alkyl or aryl; y\ 

R 5 represents hydrogen, hydroxy, halogen, Cv^alkbxy, C,. 12 alkyl, C^-alkenynyl, C 2 . 12 - 
alkenyl, C 2 . 12 -alkynyl or aralkyl; optionally substitutea\with one or more halogen, perhalome- 
thyl, hydroxy, nitro or cyano; or R 5 forms a bond together with R 6 , 
R 8 represents hydrogen, hydroxy, halogen, C^alkoxy, Chalky!, C4. 12 -alkenynyl, C 2 . 12 - 
alkenyl, C 2 . 12 -alkynyl, acyl or aralkyl; optionally substituted with one or more halogen, perha- 
lomethyl, hydroxy, nitro or cyano; or R 8 forms a bond together with R s , 
R 7 represents hydrogen, Chalky!, C4_ 12 -alkenynyl, C 2 . 12 -alkenyl, C 2 . 12 -alkynyl, aryl, aralkyl, C,. 
^alkoxyC^^alkyl, Cv^alkoxycarbonyl, aryloxycarbonyl, CL^alkylaminocarbonyl, arylamino- 
carbonyl, acyl, heterocyclyl, heteroaryl or heteroaralkyl groups;^optionally substituted with 
one or more halogen, perhalomethyl, hydroxy, nitro or cyano; 
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R 8 represents hydrogen, Cv^alkyl, C^-alkenynyl, C 2 _ 12 -alkenyl, C 2 _ 12 -alkynyl, aryl, aralkyl, 
heterocyclyl, heteroaryl or heteroaralkyl groups; optionally substituted with one or more 
halogen, perhalomtethyl, hydroxy, nitro or cyano; 

Y represents oxygerV sulphur or NR'°, where R 10 represents hydrogen, d.^alkyl, aryl, hy- 
droxyCt.^alkyl or aralKyl groups or when Y is NR 10 , R 8 and R 10 may form a 5 or 6 membered 
nitrogen containing ring\optionaily substituted with one or more C^alkyl; 
n ^gn-'P teger^ranging from 1 to 4 and m is an integer ranging from 0 to 1 , 
provided tha t A or B does not represent phenyl^) 
or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof. 



2. A compound according to damn 1 wherein ring A fused to the ring containing X 
and N represents a 5-6 membered cyclic ring, optionally substituted with one or 
more hydrogen, halogen, perhalomethyl, hydroxy, cyano, or C^alkyl, C^-alkenynyl, 
C 2 _ 7 -alkenyl, C 2 . 7 -alkynyl, C,. 7 alkoxy, aryl, aryloxy, aralkyl, aralkoxy, heterocyclyl, 
heteroaryl, heteroaralkyl, heteroaryloxy, heteroaralkoxy, acyi, acyloxy, hydroxy^. 
7 alkyl, amino, acylamino, G^a^yl-aminc, arylamino, aralkylamino, aminoC^alkyl, 
C 1 . 7 alkoxyC 1 . 7 alkyl l aryloxyC^alkyl, aralkoxyC^alkyl, C^alkylthio, thioC^alkyl, C,. 
7 alkoxycarbonylamino, aryloxycarbonylarnVio, aralkoxycarbonylamino, -COR 11 , or- 
S0 2 R 12 , wherein R 11 and R 12 independently of each other are selected from hydroxy, 
perhalomethyl or amino optionally substituted with one or more C^alkyl, 
perhalomethyl or aryl; optionally substituted wfyh one or more halogen, 
perhalomethyl, hydroxy or cyano. 



3. A compound according toNanyone of the preceding claims wherein ring A fused to 
25 the ring containing X and N represents a 5-6 membered cyclic ring, optionally 

substituted with one or more hydrogen, halogen, perhalomethyl, hydroxy, cyano, or 
C,_ 7 alkyl, C^alkenynyl, C^r-alkenyl, C 2 .7-alkynyl, C^alkoxy, aryl, aryloxy, aralkyl, 
aralkoxy, heterocyclyl, heteroaryl, heteroaralkyl, heteroaryloxy, heteroaralkoxy, acyl, 
amino, acylamino, C^alkyl-amino, arylamino, aralkylamino, aminoC^alkyl, C,. 
30 7 alkoxyC 1 . 7 alkyl, aryloxyC^alkyl, araIkoxyC 1 . 7 alkyl, C 1 . 7 alkylthio, thioC^alkyl; 
optionally substituted with one or more halogen or hydroxy; 

\n 

4. A compound according to anyone of the preceding claims wherein ring A fused to 
the ring containing X and N represents a 5-6 membered cyclic ring, optionally 
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substituted with one ortabre hydrogen, halogen, perhalomethyl, hydroxy or C^alkyl, 
C 2 .7-alkenyl, C 2 _ 7 -alkynyl,\c,. 7 alkoxy, aryl, aryloxy, aralkyl, aralkoxy, heteroaryl, 
heteroaryloxy, heteroaralkoxy, acyl, arylamino, aryloxyC 1 . 7 alkyl. 



D 



5 5. A compound according to anyone of the preceding claims wherein ring A fused to 
the ring containing X and N represents a 5-6 membered cyclic ring, optionally 
substituted with one or more hydrogen, halogen, perhalomethyl,. hydroxy or C^alkyl, 
C 2 .7-alkenyl, C 2 .7-alkynyl, C^alkoxY or.aryl. 

10 6. A compound according to anyone of the preceding claims wherein ring A fused to 
the ring containing X and N represents a 5-6 membered cyclic ring, optionally 
substituted with one or more hydrogen \r halogen. 

\ 

7. A compound according to anyone of the preceding claims wherein ring B fused to 
the ring containing X and N represents a 5-6 membered cyclic ring, optionally 
substituted with one or more nydrogen, halogen, perhalomethyl, hydroxy, cyano, or 
C^alkyl, C^T-alkenynyl, C 2 _ 7 -alkenyl, C 2 .7-alkynyl, C 1 . 7 alkoxy, aryl, aryloxy, aralkyl, 
aralkoxy, heterocyclyl, heteroaryl, Joeteroaralkyl, heteroaryloxy, heteroaralkoxy, acyl, 
acyloxy, hydroxyC 1 . 7 alkyl, amino, acylamino, Cwalkyl-amino, arylamino, 
20 aralkylamino, aminoC^alkyl, C^alkoxyC^alkyl, aryloxyC,. 7 alkyl, aralkoxyC^alkyl, 
C^alkylthio. thioC^alkyl, C,. 7 alkoxycarBonylamino, aryloxycarbonylamino, 
aralkoxycarbonylamino, -COR 11 , or-S0 2 RV, wherein R 11 and R 12 independently of 
each other are selected from hydroxy, perhalomethyl or amino optionally substituted 
with one or more C^alkyl, perhalomethyl or aW optionally substituted with one or 
25 more halogen, perhalomethyl, hydroxy or cyanc 




8. A compound according to anyone of the preceding claims wherein ring B fused to 
the ring containing X and N represents a 5-6 membered cyclic ring, optionally 
substituted with one or more hydrogen, halogen, perhalomethyl, hydroxy, cyano, or 
30 C^alkyl, C^T-alkenynyl, C^alkenyl, b 2 .^[kynyl, C^alkoxy, aryl, aryloxy, aralkyl, 
aralkoxy, heterocyclyl, heteroaryl, heteVoaralkyl, heteroaryloxy, heteroaralkoxy, acyl, 
amino, acylamino, C^alkyl-amino, arylamino, aralkylamino, aminoC^alkyl, C,. 
^IkoxyC^alkyl, aryloxyC^alkyl, aralkoxyfc^alkyl, C^alkylthio, thioC^alkyl; 

optionally substituted with one or more halogen or hydroxy. 

V 
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.9. A compound according to anyone of the preceding claims wherein ring B fused to 
the ring containing X ana N represents a 5-6 membered cyclic ring, optionally 
5 substituted with one or more hydrogen, halogen, perhalomethyl, hydroxy or C 1 . 7 alkyl, 
C 2 .ralkenyl, C^alkynyl, 0». 7 alkoxy, aryl, aryloxy, aralkyl, aralkoxy, heteroaryl, 
heteroaryloxy, heteroaralkoxy, acyl, arylamino, aryloxyC,_ 7 a!kyl. 

p 10. A compound according to anyone of the preceding claims wherein ring B fused 

t0 10 to the ring containing X and N represents a 5-6 membered cyclic ring, optionally 
h j3 substituted with one or more hydrogen, halogen, perhalomethyl, hydroxy or C w alkyl, 

C 2 _7-alkenyl, C 2 .7-alkynyl, CwalkoxV or aryl. 

11 . A compound according to anyone of the preceding claims wherein ring B fused 

H* 15 to the ring containing X and N represents a 5-6 membered cyclic ring, optionally 

u \ 

|=y substituted with one or more hydrogenW halogen. 

12. A compound according to anyone of the preceding claims wherein X is a 
valence bond, -(CHR 9 )-, -(CHR 9 )-CH 2 -, -CPJ=CH-, -O-, -0-(CHR 9 )-, -S-(CHR 9 )-, - 

20 (NR 9 )-CH 2 -, -(CHR 9 )-CH=CH-, -(CHR 9 )-CH 2 \cH 2 -, -(C=0)-, -0-CH 2 -0-, -(NR 9 )-, - 
(HR°)-S(OJ-, -CH=(CR 9 )-, -(CO)-(CHR 9 )-, -cV(SO)-, -S-, -(SO)-, -(S0 2 )-, -CH 2 - 
(SOz)-, -CH 2 -0-CH 2 -, wherein R 9 is hydrogen.Vialogen, hydroxy, cyano, Chalky!, C,_ 
7 alkoxy, aryl, aryloxy, aralkyl, aralkoxy, heterocyclyl, heteroaryl, heteroaralkyl, 
heteroaryloxy, heteroaralkoxy, acyl, acyloxy, hydroxyalkyl, amino, acylamino, C,. 

25 7 alkyl-amino, arylamino, aralkylamino, aminoC^alkyl, C^alkoxyC^alkyl, aryloxyC,. 
7 alkyl, aralkoxyC^alkyl, C^alkylthio, thioC^alkyl. \ 



13. A compound according to anyone of the precedind claims wherein X is a 
valence bond, -(CHR 9 )-, -(CHR 9 )-CH 2 -, -CH=CH-, -O-, V)-(CHR 9 )-, -S-(CHR 9 )-, - 
30 (NR 9 )-CH 2 -, -(CHR 9 )-CH=CH-, -(CHR 9 )-CH 2 -CH 2 -, -(C=cV, -0-CH 2 -0-, -(NR 9 )-, - 
(NR 9 )-S(0 2 )-, -CH=(CR 9 )-, -(CO)-(CHR 9 )-, -CH 2 -(SO)-, -SA -(SO)-, -(S0 2 )-. -CH 2 - 
(S0 2 )-, -CH 2 -0-CH 2 -, wherein R 9 is hydrogen, halogen, hydroxy, C,. 7 alkyl, C,. 7 alkoxy, 
aryl. 
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14. A compound according to anyone of the preceding claims wherein X is a 
valence bond, -(CHR 9 )-, -(QHR 9 )-CH r , -CH=CH-, -0-(CHR 9 )-, -S-(CHR 9 )-, -(NR 9 )- 
CH 2 -, -(CHR 9 )-CH=CH- -(CMR 9 )-CH 2 -CH 2 -, -(C=0)-, -0-CH 2 -0-, -(NR 9 )-S(0 2 )-, - 
CH=(CR 9 )-, -(CO)-(CHR 9 )-, -0H 2 -(SO)-, -(SO)-, -(SO,)-, -CH 2 -(S0 2 )-, -CH 2 -0-CH 2 - F 
wheretn R 9 is hydrogen, halogen, hydroxy, C^alkyl, C^alkoxy. 



15. A compound according to anyone of the preceding claims wherein X is a 
valence bond, -(CHR 9 )-, -(CHR 9 )-CHA -CH=CH-, -0-(CHR 9 )-, -(CHR 9 )-CH=CH-, - 
(CHR 9 )-CH 2 -CH 2 -, -(C=0)-, -0-CH 2 -0-\ -CH=(CR 9 )-, -(CO)-(CHR 9 )-, -CH 2 -(SO)-, - 
(SO)-, -(SOJ-, -CH 2 -(S0 2 )-, -CH 2 -0-Ch\-. wherein R 9 is hydrogen. 

*16. A~rampouncLaccor4in^ 

4^T7VGor^cujnd^ccojdiogJto_jn^one^ 

1 8. A compound according to anyone of the preceding claims wherein Ar represents arylene, 
heteroarylene, or a divalent heterocyclic group optionally substituted with one or more C v 
6 alkyl or aryl; \ 

R s represents hydrogen, hydroxy, halogen, C^alkoxy, C^alkyl, C^alkenynyl, C 2 .r-alkenyl, 
C 2 . 7 -; or R 5 forms a bond together with R 6 , 

R 8 represents hydrogen, hydroxy, halogen, C,. 7 alkoxy, C,. 7 alkyl, C^alkenynyl, C 2 . 7 -alkenyl, 
C 2 .7-alkynyl; or R 6 forms a bond together with R s , 

R 7 represents hydrogen, C^alkyl, cValkenynyl, C 2 .7-alkenyl, C 2 .7-a!kynyl, aryl, aralkyl, 
ralkoxyC^alkyl, C^alkoxycarbonyl, arytoxycarbonyl, C^alkylaminocarbonyl, arylaminocar- 
bonyl, acyl, heterocyclyl, heteroaryl or heteroaralkyl groups; 

R 8 represents hydrogen, C,. 7 alkyl, C^-alkehynyl, C 2 . 7 -alkenyl, C 2 . 7 -alkynyl, aryl, aralkyl, het- 
erocyclyl, heteroaryl or heteroaralkyl; \ 

Y represents oxygen, sulphur or NR 10 , where rV represents hydrogen, C^alkyl, hydroxyC,. 

yalkyl; \ 

n is an integer ranging from 2 to 3 and m is an integer ranging from 0 to 1 . 
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19. A compound according to anyone of the preceding claims wherein Ar represents arylene 
or heteroaryleneV > 

R 5 represents hydrogen, hydroxy, halogen; or R 5 forms a bond together with R 6 , 
5 R 8 represents hydrogen, hydroxy, halogen; or R 6 forms a bond together with R s , 

R 7 represents hydrogen, Chalky!, C 2 . r alkenyl, C 2 .7-alkynyl, aryl, aralkyl, C^alkoxyCTalkyl, 
Cwalkylaminocarbdpyl, arylaminocarbonyi, acyl, heterocyclyl, heteroaryl or heteroaralkyl 
groups; 

R 8 represents hydrogfen, Chalky!, C 2 .7-alkenyl, C 2 .7-alkynyl,; 
10 Y represents oxygen or sulphur; 

n is an integer ranging! from 2 to 3 and m is 1. 

20. A compound according to anyone of the preceding claims wherein Ar represents arylene 
or heteroarylene; I A'" 

15 R 5 represents hydrogen 
R 8 represents hydrogen; 

R 7 represents hydrogen, Ic^alkyl, C 2 . r alkenyl, C 2 . 7 -alkynyl, aryl, aralkyl, C,. 7 alkoxyC 1 . 7 alkyl; 
R 8 represents hydrogen, p^alkyl, C 2 . 7 -alkenyl, Cz.T-alkynyl,; 
Y represents oxygen; 
20 n is an integer ranging frohn 2 to 3 and m is 1 



21. A compound according to anyone of the preceding claims wherein Ar represents arylene 
R s represents hydrogen; 
R 8 represents hydrogen; 
25 R 7 represents hydrogen, cLalkyl, C^-alkenyl, C M -alkynyl, 
R 8 represents hydrogen, C^alkyl, 
Y represents oxygen; 

n is an integer ranging from 2 to 3 and m is 1 . 



30 22. A compound according tojanyone of the preceding claims wherein Ar represents phen- 
ylene, 

R 5 represents hydrogen; 
R s represents hydrogen; 
R 7 represents hydrogen, C^alk^il, 
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R 8 represents hydrogen 
Y represents oxygen; 

n is an integer ranging from 2 to 3 and m is 1. 

Si/^ 23. A compound according to anyone of the preceding claims wherein A is 5 membered cy- 
die ring containing 

24. A compound accordirtg^to anyone of the preceding claims wherein B is 5 membered cy- 
p die ring containing S. 

5 10 

'£j 4 25-A^gjnp.gjjncl-accofdffl^^ the pr eceding^lajmsjAd^ere m X io CH - (CR 9 ) , 

£x w h o r o in R 9 i sJd. 

W 

„ 26. A compound according to anyone of the preceding claims wherein n is 2. 

|"y 27. A compound according to. anyone of the preceding claims wherein Q is -O- 

it-., i \ 

P \ 

H= 28. A compound according to anyone of the preceding claims wherein m is 1 . 

20 29. A compound according to anyonexrf the preceding claims wherein Ar is phenylene. 
In another preferred embodiment, the present invention is concerned with compounds of 
formula I wherein R s is H. 



30. A compound according to anyone of the preceding claims wherein R s is H. 

25 

31. A compound according to anyone of the preceding claims wherein R 7 is ethyl. 

32. A compound according to anyone of the preceding, claims wherein Y is oxygen. 
30 33. A compound according to anyone of the preceding clajms wherein R 8 is H. 

34. The compound according to claim 1 which is: 

3^4-[2-(8,9-DihyS^)-3 I 5-dithia-4-aza-cyclopenta[r]azulen-4-yl)-ethoxy]-phenyl}-2-ethoxy- 
propionic acid, 
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S^-p^S.g-Ditiydro-a.S-dithia^-aza-cyclopentaMazulen^-yO-ethoxyl-phenyl^-methoxy- 
propionic acid, 

3^4.[2-(8,9-DihyaYo-3,5-dithia-4-a2a-cyclopenta[^]azulen-4-yl)-ethoxy]-phenyl}-2-propoxy- 
propionic acid, 

3^4-[2-(8,9-Dihydro\3,5-dithia-4-aza-cyclopenta[/]azulen-4-yl)-ethoxy]-phenyl}-2-benzyloxy- 
propionic acid, 

3^4-[2-(8,9-Dihydro-3\5KJithia^-aza-cyclopenta[^azulen-4-yl)-ethyl]-phenyl}-2-ethoxy- 
propionic acid, 

3_{4.[2-(8 l 9-Dihydro-3,5\dithia-4-aza-cyclopenta[/]azulen-4-yl)-ethyl]-phenyi}-2-methoxy- 
propionic acid, 

3-{4-[2-(8,9-Dihydro-3,5-4ithia-4-aza-cyclopenta[/lazulen-4-yl)-ethyl]-phenyl}-2-propoxy- 
propionic acid, 

3^4-[2-(8,9-Dihydro-3,5KlitViia-4-aza-cyclopenta[r]azulen-4-yl)-ethyl]-phenyl}-2-benzyloxy- 
propionic acid, 

3_(4_[1-(8,9-Dihydro-3,5-dithi^-4-aza-cyclopenta[/]azuien-4-yl)-methoxy]-phenyl}-2-ethoxy- 
propionic acid, . 

3^4-[1.(8,9-Dihydro-3,5-dithia44-aza-cyclopenta[r]azulen^-yl)-methoxy]-phenyl^2-methoxy- 
propionic acid, 

3-{4-[1-(8,9-Dihydro-3,5-dithia-4\aza-cyclopenta[/]azulen-4-yl)-methoxy]-phenyl}-2- 
benzyloxy-propionic acid, 

3^4-[3-(8,9-Dihydro-3,5<lithia^-a^a-cyclopenta[f]azulen-4-yl)-propoxy]-phenyl}-2-ethoxy- 
propionic acid, 

3^4-[3-(8,9-Dihydro-3,5-dithia^-aza\cyclopenta[/]azulen-4-yl)-propoxy]-phenyi}-2-rnethoxy- 
propionic acid, 

3-{4-[3-(8 I 9-Dihydro-3,5-dithia-4-aza-c^ciopenta[f]azulen-4-yl)-propoxy]-phenyl}-2- 
benzyloxy-propionic acid, 

3K4-[3-(8,9-Dihydro-3,5-dithia^-aza-cyclQ > penta[r]azulen-4-yl)-propyl]-phenylh2-ethoxy- 
propionic acid, 

3^4-[3-(8,9-Dihydro-3,5<iithia^-aza-cyclope\ita[rlazulen-4-yl)-propyl]-phenyl}-2-methoxy- 
propionic acid, 

3^4.[3-(8,9-Dihydro-3,5-dithia-4-aza-cyclopenta , t(]azulen-4-yl)-propyl]-phenyi}-2-benzyloxy- 
propionic acid, 

2-Ethoxy-3-(4-(2-(9H-1 ,8, 1 0-triaza-anthracen-1 0-ylJ-yhoxyJ-phenylJ-propionic acid, 
2-methoxy-3-(4-(2-(9H-1,8,10-triaza-anthracen-10-yl)Jethoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
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2-propoxy-3-(4-(2-(9A^1 ,8, 1 0-triaza-anthracen-1 0-yi)-ethoxy)-phenyl)-propjonic acid, 
2-benzyloxy-3-(4-(2-(9M-1 ,8, 1 0-triaza-anthracen-1 0-yl)-ethoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-ethoxy-3-(4-(1-(9H-1,8,10-triaza-anthracen-10-yl)-methoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-methoxy-3-(4-(1-(9H-l\8,10-triaza-anthracen-10-yl)-methoxy)-phenyi)-propionic acid, 
5 2-benzyloxy-3-(4-(1-(9H-l\8,10-triaza-anthracen-1 0-yl)-methoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-ethoxy-3-(4-(3-(9H-1,8,1Q-triaza-anthracen-10-yi)-propoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-propoxy-3-(4-(3-(9/-/-1,8 I 1Q-triaza-anthracen-10-yl)-propoxy)-phenyi)-propionic acid, 
2-methoxy-3-(4-(3-(9H-1,8,1(>triaza-anthracen-10-y1)-propoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-benzyloxy-3-(4-(3-(9H-1 ,8,1Q-triaza-anthracen-1 0-yl)-propoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
10 2-ethoxy-3-(4-(3-(9/-/-1 ,8, 1 O-triaza-anthracen-1 0-yl)-propyl)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-propoxy-3-(4-(-3-(9H-1 ,8. 1 0-triaza-anthracen-1 0-yl)-propyl)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-methoxy-3-(4-(3-(9W-1 ,8,1 O-triaza-anthracen-1 0-yl)-propyl)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-benzyloxy-3-(4-(3-(9H-1 ,8, 1 0-triaza-anthracen-1 0-yi)-propyl)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2^thoxy-3-(4-(2-(4,5,9-triaza-fluoreh-9-yl)-ethoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
15 2-methoxy-3-(4-(2-(4,5,9-triaza-fiuoren-9-yl)-ethoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-propoxy-3-(4-(2-(4,5,9-triaza-fiuorei\-9-yl)-ethoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-ethoxy-3-(4-(1-(4,5,9-triaza-fluoren-9Vyl)-methoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-methoxy-3-(4-(1 -(4,5,9-triaza-fluoren-9-yl)-methoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-benzyloxy-3-(4-(1-(4,5,9-triaza-fluoren\9-yl)-methoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
20 2-ethoxy-3-(4-(3-(4,5,9-triaza-fluoren-9-yl\-propoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-methoxy-3-(4-(3-(4,5,9-triaza-fluoren-9-y!)-propoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-benzyloxy-3-(4-(3-(4 i 5,9-triaza-fIuoren-9-yl)-propoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-propoxy-3-(4-(3-(4,5,9-triaza-fIuoren-9-yl)-propoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-ethoxy-3-(4-(3-(4,5,9-triaza-fluoren-9-yl)-propyl)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
25 2-methoxy-3-(4-(3-(4,5, 9-triaza-fIuoren-9-yl)-priopyl)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-benzyloxy-3-(4-(3-(4,5,9-triaza-fIuoren-9-yl)-pVopyl)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-propoxy-3-(4-(3-(4,5,9-triaza-fluoren-9-yl)-propyl)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-ethoxy-3-(4-(2-(1 ,8,9-triaza-fluoren-9-yl)-ethoxy\-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-methoxy-3-(4-(2-(1 ,8,9-triaza-fluoren-9-yl)-ethoxw-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
30 2-propoxy-3-(4-(2-(1,8,9-triaza-fluoren-9-yl)-ethoxy)jphenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-benzyloxy-3-(4-(2-(1,8,9-triaza-fluoren-9-yl)-ethoxyjVphenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-methoxy-3-(4-(1 -(1 ,8,9-triaza-fIuoren-9-yl)-methoxy)-bhenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-ethoxy-3-(4-( 1 -( 1 , 8 , 9-triaza-fluoren-9-yl)-methoxy)-ph any l)-propionic acid , 
2-propoxy-3-(4-(1-(1,8,9-triaza-fluoren-9-yl)-methoxy)-ph6nyl)-propionic acid, 
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2-benzyloxy-3-(4-(l\(1,8,9-triaza-fluoren-9-yl)-methoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-ethoxy-3-(4-(3-(1,8\9-triaza-fluoren-9-yl)-propoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-methoxy-3-(4-(3-(1,8,9-triaZa-fIuoren-9-yl)-propoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-propoxy-3-(4-(3-(1 ,8,«-triaza-f!uoren-9-yl)-propoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-benzyloxy-3-(4-(3-(1 , &9-triaza-f!uoren-9-yl)-propoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-ethoxy-3-(4-(3-(1 ,8,9-trtaza-fluoren-9-yl)-propyi)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-methoxy-3-(4-(3-(1,8,9-Triaza-fluoren-9-yl)-propyl)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-propoxy-3-(4-(3-(1 .S.g-tnaza-fluoren-g-yO-propyO-phenyO-propionic acid, 
2-benzyloxy-3-(4-(3-(1,8,9-t\iaza-fluoren-9-yl)-propyl)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 

)-ethoxy)-phenyl)-2-ethoxy-propionic acid, 
)-ethoxy)-phenyl)-2-methoxy-propionic acid, 
)-ethoxy)-phenyl)-2-propoxy-propionic acid, 
-ethoxy)-phenyl)-2-benzyloxy-propionic acid, 
-methoxy)-phenyl)-2-methoxy-propionic acid, 
-methoxy)-phenyl)-2-ethoxy-propionic acid, 
)-methoxy)-phenyl)-2-propoxy-propionic acid, 
)-methoxy)-phenyl)-2-benzyloxy-propionic acid, 
)-propoxy)-phenyi)-2-ethoxy-propionic acid, 
-propoxy)-phenyl)-2-melhoxy-propionic acid, 
-propoxy)-phenyl)-2-propoxy-propionic acid, 
-propoxy)-phenyl)-2-benzyloxy-propionic acid, 
-propyl)-phenyl)-2-ethoxy-propionic acid, 
-propyl)-phenyl)-2-methoxy-propionic acid, 
)ropyl)-phenyl)-2-propoxy-propionic acid, 
)-propyl)-phenyl)-2-benzyloxy-propionic acid, 
)-ethoxy)-phenyl)-2-ethoxy-propionic acid, 
)-etnoxy)-phenyl)-2-methoxy-propionic acid, 
)-ethoxy)-phenyl)-2-propoxy-propionic acid, 
)-ethoxy)-phenyi)-2-benzyloxy-propionic acid, 
)-methoxy)-phenyl)-2-ethoxy-propionic acid, 
)-methoxy)-phenyl)-2-methoxy-propionic acid, 
)-methoxy0-phenyl)-2-propoxy-propionic acid, 
)-methoxy)\phenyl)-2-benzyloxy-propionic acid, 
)-propoxy)-plaenyl)-2-ethoxy-propionic acid, 
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opoxy)-phenyl)-2-propoxy-propionic acid, 
opoxy)-phenyl)-2-methoxy-propionic acid, 
opoxy)-phenyl)-2 : benzyloxy-propionic acid, 
opyl)-phenyl)-2-ethoxy-propionic acid, 
opyl)-phenyl)-2-propoxy-propionic acid, 
opyl)-phenyl)-2-methoxy-propionic acid,* 
opyl)-phenyl)-2-benzyloxy-propionic acid, 
-ethoxy)-phenyl)-2-ethoxy-propionic acid, 
-ethoxy)-phenyl)-2-methoxy-propionic acid, 

ethoxy)-phenyl)-2-propoxy-propionic acid, 
-ethoxy)-pheny)l-2-benzy!oxy-propionic acid, 
-methoxy)-phenyl)-2-ethoxy-propionic acid, 
-methoxy)-phenyl)-2-methoxy-propionic acid, 
-methoxy)-pheny)l-2-propoxy-propionic acid, 
-methoxy)-phenyl)-2-benzyloxy-propionic acid, 
-propoxy)-phenyl)-2-ethoxy-propionic acid, 
-propoxy)-phenyl)-2-methoxy-propionic acid, 
-propoxy)-phenyl)-2-propoxy-propionic acid, 

propoxyj-phenylj^^enzyloxy-propionic acid, 
-propyl)-phenyl)-2-ethoxy-propionic acid, 

propyl)-phenyl)-2-methoxy-propionic acid, 



-propyl)-phenyl)-2-propoxy-propionic acid, 
(4H-1,7-dithia-8-aza-s-indacen-8-ylV-propyl)-phenyl)-2-benzyIoxy-propionic acid, 
2-ethoxy-3-(4-(2-(4-oxa-1,7-dithia-8-aza-s-indacen-8-yl)-ethoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-methoxy-3-(4-(2-(4-oxa-1,7-dithia-8-aza-s-mdacen-8-yl)-ethoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-propoxy-3-(4-(2-(4-oxa-1,7-dithia-8-aza-s-inaacen-8-yl)-ethoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-propoxy-3-(4-(2-(4-oxa-1,7-dithia-8-aza-s-indacen-8-yl)-ethoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-benzyloxy-3-(4-(2-(4-oxa-1 ,7-dithia-8-aza-s-indacen-8-yl)-ethoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-ethoxy-3-(4-(1 -(4-oxa-1 ,7-dithia-8-aza-s-indacer^-8-yl)-methoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-methoxy-3-(4-(1-(4-oxa-1,7-dithia-8-aza-s-indacela-8-yl)-methoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-propoxy-3-(4-(1-(4-oxa-1,7-dithia-8-aza-SHndacen-8-yl)-methoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-benzyloxy-3-(4-(1-(4-oxa-1,7-dithia-8-aza-s-indacen\8-yl)-methoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-ethoxy-3-(4-(3-(4-oxa-1,7-dithia-8-aza-s-indacen-8-yl)tpropoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-methoxy-3-(4-(3-(4-oxa-1,7-dithia-8-aza-s-indacen-8-yl)rpropoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
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2-propoxy-3-(4-\3-(4-oxa-1,7-dithia-8-aza-s-indacen-8-yl)-propoxy)-phenyl)-pr.opionic acid, 
2-benzyloxy-3-(4V3-(4-oxa-1,7-dithia-8-aza-s-indacen-8-yl)-propoxy)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-ethoxy-3-(4-(3-(4V6xa-1,7-dithia-8-aza-s-indacen-8-yl)-propyl)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-methoxy-3-(4-(3-(4rOxa- 1 , 7-dithia-8-aza-s-indacen-8-y l)-propy l)-pheny l)-propio nic acid , 
2-propoxy-3-(4-(3-(4-oxa-1,7-dithia-8-aza-s-indacen-8-yl)-propyl)-phenyl)-propionic acid, 
2-benzyloxy-3-(4-(3-(4-<Dxa-1,7^ithia-8-aza-SH'ndacen-8-yl)-propyl)-phenyl)-propionic acid; 
or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof. 




35. The compound according to claim 1 which is: 
3-{4-[2-(8 , 9-Dihydro-3 , 5-dithiaV4-aza-cyclopenta [f] azulen-4-yl)-ethoxy]-pheny l}-2-ethoxy- 
propionic acid; • 

or a pharmaceutical^ acceptableNsalt thereof. 

36. A pharmaceutical composition comprising, as an active ingredient, a compound 
according to any one of the preceding compound claims or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable 
salt thereof together with a pharmaceutical^ acceptable carrier or diluent. 



37. A composition according to claim 36 in unit dosage form, comprising from about 0.05 to 
about 100 mg, preferably from about 0.1 to about 50 mg of the compound according to any- 
one of the preceding compound claims or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof. 



38. A pharmaceutical composition useful in the treatment and/or prevention of conditions 
mediated by nuclear receptors, in particular the Peroxisome Proliferator-Activated Receptors 
(PPAR), the composition com prising, as an active ingredient, a compound according to any- 
one of the preceding compound claims or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof 
together with a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier or diluent. 

39. A pharmaceutical composition useful in the treatment and/or prevention of diabetes 
and/or obesity, the composition comprising, as an active ingredient, a compound according 
to anyone of the preceding compound claims or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof 
together with a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier or diluent. 



40. A pharmaceutical composition fondiabetes and/or obesity, the composition comprising, 
as an active ingredient, a compound according to anyone of the preceding compound claims 
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or a pharmacedtically acceptable salt thereof together with a pharmaceutical^ acceptable 



carrier or diluent. 



41. A pharmaceutical composition according to any one of the claims 36-40 for oral, nasal, 
transdermal, pulmonal, or parenteral administration. 

42. A method for the treatment of ailments, the method comprising administering to a subject 
in need thereof an effective^amount of a compound according to anyone of the preceding 
compound claims or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof, or of a composition 
according to any one of the preceding composition claims. 

\ 

43. A method for the treatment ai id/or prevention of conditions mediated by nuclear 
receptors, in particular the Peroxisome Prolrferator-Activated Receptors (PPAR), the method 
comprising administering to a subject in neeathereof an effective amount of a compound 
according to any one of the preceding compound claims or a pharmaceutically acceptable 
salt thereof, or of a composition according to anyone of the preceding claims 36-41. 

44. A method for the treatment and/or prevention oXdiabetes and/or obesity, the method 
comprising administering to a subject in need thereofxan effective amount of a compound 
according to anyone of the preceding compound claimls or a pharmaceutically acceptable 
salt thereof, or of a composition according to anyone of trie preceding claims 36-41. 

45. The method according, to claims 42-44, wherein the effective amount of the compound 
according to anyone of the preceding compound claims or a pharmaceutically acceptable 
salt or ester thereof is in the range of from about 0.05 to about 100 mg per day, preferably 
from about 0.1 to about 50 mgNper day. 



46. Use of a compound according\to anyone of the preceding compound claims or a 
pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof for the preparation of a medicament. 

47. Use of a compound according to anyone of the preceding compound claims or a 
pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereoV for the preparation of a medicament useful in the 
treatment and/or prevention of conditionamediated by nuclear receptors, in particular the 
Peroxisome Proliferator-Activated Receptors (PPAR). 
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48. Use of a compound according to anyone of the preceding compound claims or a 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable" salt thereof for the preparation of a medicament for treatment 
and/or prevention of diaotetes and/or obesity. 



49. Use of a compound according to anyone of the preceding compound claims or a 
pharmaceutically acceptable slalt thereof for the preparation of a medicament for treatment 
and/or prevention of diabetes and obesity. 



